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Consortium of European Building Control

The Consortium of European Building Control (CEBC) is a pan-European body that
represents the Building Control profession across Europe.

Its membership encompasses government departments, professional bodies, institutions
and private companies.

The Consortium meets as a body twice a year at locations around Europe. A theme is
chosen for each meeting depending on the country to be visited. A typical meeting usually
includes a technical site visit and papers given, linked to a particular theme.

At recent meetings, members have debated the following topics:-

• Philosophy of Control
• Fire Safety Engineering
• European Directive on the Energy Performance of Buildings
• Innovations in Timber Framed Building Construction
• Access to buildings legislation
• Reconstruction, renovation and quality of buildings
• CE Marking and market surveillance
• Snow loading on buildings
• Effect of climate change on the built environment
• Building Insurance and Liability
• Qualifications of Building Professionals
• Self Certification
• Web based solutions

Each meeting also allows members to debate issues developing in their respective
countries and to be able to share information and experiences. This has been particularly
important on subjects such as defects in construction products and durability.
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Building construction – Accessibility and usability of the built environment

Construction – Accessibilitié et facilité d’utilisation de l’environnement bâtiment.

On 21st December 2007, ISO published ISO/TC 59/SC 16 N N 60, which is a draft
document distributed for review and comment. It is subject to change without notice and
may not be referred to as an International Standard. It is still at Committee Stage and
recipients of this publication are invited to submit their comments.

This ISO document is a working draft or committee draft and is copyright-protected by ISO.
While the reproduction of working drafts or committee drafts in any form for use by
participants in the ISO standards process is permitted without prior permission from ISO,
neither this document nor any extract from it may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in
any form for any purpose without prior permission from ISO.
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On 9th November 2007 the European Commission issued a draft standardisation
mandate (38/2007 – EN) in support of European accessibility requirements for public
procurement in the built environment.
This applies to buildings, public buildings, public places, parking, routes, transport
related built facilities such as stations, ports, airports, recreation, leisure, cultural,
educational and sports facilities and can also have repercussions on construction
products.

Europe is promoting a ‘Design for All’ approach to the built environment so that
buildings and public spaces are readily useable by as many people as possible.
Furthermore, it is well known that the costs to build an accessible building from the
beginning are negligible, while providing accessible facilities by way of alteration at a
later date is not only costly but less satisfactory as compromises are made on what
would have been the best practice.
Having clear standards that define functional requirements for accessibility to the
built environment to be used in public procurement can facilitate a policy to prevent
barriers to accessibility.

Although access to the built environment is essentially a Member State responsibility,
the Commission 2003 Communication on ‘Establishing equal opportunities for people
with disabilities: A European Action Plan’ committed itself to take into account the
recommendations made in 2003 by the group of independent experts on accessibility
to the built environment and expressed in the report called ‘2010: a Europe for All’.

Most Member States have regulatory and/or technical standards and conformity
assessment schemes or audit trails to assess accessibility of buildings, which are
also used in public procurement. Whilst many standards, building codes and other
means are based on work in ISO and guidance given by CEN, the different national
approaches are not harmonised and this could influence the acceptance or otherwise
of designs and products, whilst at the same time not influencing the level of
accessibility in a building.

As far as it is known the information in this publication was correct at the time of going to
press. However in the present climate of constant change in Regulations you are strongly
advised to check with the CEBC Member for the state concerned.

This is the second booklet in this series following the successful publication of Building
Control Report number 1 (Issue 2) on Building Control Systems in Europe.
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European Day of Disabled People

The United Nations proclaimed, in resolution 47/3 of 14 October 1992, that 3rd December
would be observed every year as the International Day of Disabled People.

Since 1993 to mark this date the European Commission has celebrated the European Day
of Disabled People. The European Day provides an opportunity to raise awareness and
promote European co-operation in the disability field.

The European Commission supports events at European and national levels.

Previous themes of the European Days of Disabled People have been:

1999 Combating violence against disabled people

2000 Combating discrimination against disabled people in the labour market

2001 Design for all – Background paper

2002 2002 focused on the educational sector. Through a competition to design
the official postcard for the European Year of People with Disabilities 2003.
Young people aged between 10 and 15, disabled and non-disabled were
asked to illustrate the changes they would make to ensure that disabled
people are treated equally in society.

2003 2003 was the European Year of People with Disabilities

There are estimated to be over 38 million people with disabilities in the
European Union. In 2003, the European Commission and the disability
movement organised the European Year of People with Disabilities to
highlight barriers and discrimination faced by disabled people and to
improve the lives of those who have a disability.

The European Commission organised a major event - “Get on Board”.
Starting in January 2003 in Athens, a specially designed European Year
bus travelled through the then 15 EU member countries, with disabled
children, their friends and allies accompanying the bus on its journey. The
disability community in each country organised events along the bus
route. Besides the bus, there were thousands of activities which got
disabled and non-disabled people on board for the Year: street festivals,
competitions, demonstrations and much more, in towns and villages
throughout Europe.

2004 Helping people with disabilities find and keep jobs

2005 Living together in society

2006 Youth = Future. Let’s make an equal future for all

2007 Equal opportunities for All
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Executive Summary

The purpose of this study is to provide information about access to the built environment,
particularly disabled access, in Europe. This information should be of benefit to architects,
surveyors, developers, builders and contractors, who no longer work only in national
markets, but in the common market for services, construction and construction products, as
cross-border activities invariably increase.

The study has shown that the principles of the legislation vary very little in their
requirements and this is somewhat unexpected. However it is gratifying to know that there
is a commonality of purpose running through the legislative requirements and associated
guidance. The problems of access for disabled people will in fact be the same in whichever
country they live and work.

The tables included later in this report set out the main requirements of each country’s
legislation, usually building regulations, and the guidance issued setting out how to meet
those requirements.

In some countries which have separate states or provinces, the legislation differs slightly,
and where this is the case the table shows an indicative form of the requirements or a
common theme.

Background

The study began as initial discussions and workshops held at the CEBC meeting in Bergen
in June 2004, where members of CEBC comprising representatives of government
departments, private building control bodies and local authority building control bodies, who
are responsible for enforcing building regulations and associated legislation concerning
disabled access in Europe looked at access for the disabled in member countries. This
includes countries in the European Economic area as well as EU members.

Purpose

The purpose of this study is to compile and compare the legislation, which as stated above,
will be of benefit to construction professionals, but also may aid the form and content of the
legislation to come together in a more pan-European consistency of approach.

Methodology

In order to collate and compare the requirements of each country, members were sent a
questionnaire, which asked for the name and nature of the Regulations and how they
applied to dwellings and non-domestic buildings. The order of the questionnaire follows the
‘arrival’ of a wheelchair user at the site boundary of the building, then up to the building,
entry into it and internal layout of the building, including the facilities provided.

It is difficult for all members to answer all questions as some do not universally apply but a
best effort has been made in this regard. The information has been analysed to find
common applications and patterns. Appendix A sets out in a simple ‘tick box’ form, which
regulations or requirements apply, and Appendix B some basic requirements of the
legislation.
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Findings

The responses in this publication are from the 25 member countries of CEBC, which
includes Northern Ireland and Scotland separately, as their building regulations differ in
some respects from England and Wales. Austria, Belgium and Germany’s responses are a
common denominator of their legislation, as there are a number of provinces or Länder in
these countries.

Perhaps surprisingly in some respects, but very gratifying in others, was to learn that the
requirements for disabled access are very similar, if not the same in many countries in
Europe. Almost invariably the minimum size of a passenger lift is 1.1m x 1.4m and for non-
domestic buildings in all countries without exception, access is covered from the site
boundary, the approach to the building, entry into the building and in the building itself. As
far as dwellings are concerned only Croatia and Estonia do not control the approach to the
building for disabled access purposes.

In the case of a requirement for automatic doors at the entrance to buildings, only Belgium
and Croatia stipulate the provision of this facility. The most varied requirements that the
questionnaire revealed were those in respect of facilities for disabilities other than physical
ones, as can be seen by the responses in respect of hearing and sight impairments. An
interesting variance is the one concerned with the number of storeys where a passenger lift
becomes mandatory. Where it is mandatory, the majority fall into the category of three, four
or five storeys.

Conclusions

This publication can only be a brief summary of each country’s legislation and building
regulations that relate to access. Although the prime mover for this study was to look at
access for the disabled, it should be remembered that good access for the disabled results
in good access for everyone, including particularly, parents with children in pushchairs and
prams as well as the ambulant disabled and the elderly.

It is proposed that in the near future, because the information in this document is a précis of
much more comprehensive legislation, that there will be a hyperlink to a copy of this
publication on the CEBC website, which will take CEBC members to the completed
questionnaires with their much more detailed information. Members of the Consortium will
update their own country’s entry at least once a year or when there is a significant change in
the legislation and everyone should check with them to ensure the information is up to date.

It is hoped that the publication of this information relating to Access will be useful to those
building professionals who require it for designing and constructing buildings, for students who
require it for study and academic purposes and for everyone to raise their awareness of
disability issues. Members of CEBC looking at their colleagues’ Access requirements that are
more comprehensive, may even be influenced to improve their own to the same standard.
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Findings

The responses in this publication are from the 25 member countries of CEBC, which
includes Northern Ireland and Scotland separately, as their building regulations differ in
some respects from England and Wales. Austria, Belgium and Germany’s responses are a
common denominator of their legislation, as there are a number of provinces or Länder in
these countries.

Perhaps surprisingly in some respects, but very gratifying in others, was to learn that the
requirements for disabled access are very similar, if not the same in many countries in
Europe. Almost invariably the minimum size of a passenger lift is 1.1m x 1.4m and for non-
domestic buildings in all countries without exception, access is covered from the site
boundary, the approach to the building, entry into the building and in the building itself. As
far as dwellings are concerned only Croatia and Estonia do not control the approach to the
building for disabled access purposes.

In the case of a requirement for automatic doors at the entrance to buildings, only Belgium
and Croatia stipulate the provision of this facility. The most varied requirements that the
questionnaire revealed were those in respect of facilities for disabilities other than physical
ones, as can be seen by the responses in respect of hearing and sight impairments. An
interesting variance is the one concerned with the number of storeys where a passenger lift
becomes mandatory. Where it is mandatory, the majority fall into the category of three, four
or five storeys.

Conclusions

This publication can only be a brief summary of each country’s legislation and building
regulations that relate to access. Although the prime mover for this study was to look at
access for the disabled, it should be remembered that good access for the disabled results
in good access for everyone, including particularly, parents with children in pushchairs and
prams as well as the ambulant disabled and the elderly.

It is proposed that in the near future, because the information in this document is a précis of
much more comprehensive legislation, that there will be a hyperlink to a copy of this
publication on the CEBC website, which will take CEBC members to the completed
questionnaires with their much more detailed information. Members of the Consortium will
update their own country’s entry at least once a year or when there is a significant change in
the legislation and everyone should check with them to ensure the information is up to date.

It is hoped that the publication of this information relating to Access will be useful to those
building professionals who require it for designing and constructing buildings, for students who
require it for study and academic purposes and for everyone to raise their awareness of
disability issues. Members of CEBC looking at their colleagues’ Access requirements that are
more comprehensive, may even be influenced to improve their own to the same standard.
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Executive Summary

The purpose of this study is to provide information about access to the built environment,
particularly disabled access, in Europe. This information should be of benefit to architects,
surveyors, developers, builders and contractors, who no longer work only in national
markets, but in the common market for services, construction and construction products, as
cross-border activities invariably increase.

The study has shown that the principles of the legislation vary very little in their
requirements and this is somewhat unexpected. However it is gratifying to know that there
is a commonality of purpose running through the legislative requirements and associated
guidance. The problems of access for disabled people will in fact be the same in whichever
country they live and work.

The tables included later in this report set out the main requirements of each country’s
legislation, usually building regulations, and the guidance issued setting out how to meet
those requirements.

In some countries which have separate states or provinces, the legislation differs slightly,
and where this is the case the table shows an indicative form of the requirements or a
common theme.

Background

The study began as initial discussions and workshops held at the CEBC meeting in Bergen
in June 2004, where members of CEBC comprising representatives of government
departments, private building control bodies and local authority building control bodies, who
are responsible for enforcing building regulations and associated legislation concerning
disabled access in Europe looked at access for the disabled in member countries. This
includes countries in the European Economic area as well as EU members.

Purpose

The purpose of this study is to compile and compare the legislation, which as stated above,
will be of benefit to construction professionals, but also may aid the form and content of the
legislation to come together in a more pan-European consistency of approach.

Methodology

In order to collate and compare the requirements of each country, members were sent a
questionnaire, which asked for the name and nature of the Regulations and how they
applied to dwellings and non-domestic buildings. The order of the questionnaire follows the
‘arrival’ of a wheelchair user at the site boundary of the building, then up to the building,
entry into it and internal layout of the building, including the facilities provided.

It is difficult for all members to answer all questions as some do not universally apply but a
best effort has been made in this regard. The information has been analysed to find
common applications and patterns. Appendix A sets out in a simple ‘tick box’ form, which
regulations or requirements apply, and Appendix B some basic requirements of the
legislation.
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European Day of Disabled People

The United Nations proclaimed, in resolution 47/3 of 14 October 1992, that 3rd December
would be observed every year as the International Day of Disabled People.

Since 1993 to mark this date the European Commission has celebrated the European Day
of Disabled People. The European Day provides an opportunity to raise awareness and
promote European co-operation in the disability field.

The European Commission supports events at European and national levels.

Previous themes of the European Days of Disabled People have been:

1999 Combating violence against disabled people

2000 Combating discrimination against disabled people in the labour market

2001 Design for all – Background paper

2002 2002 focused on the educational sector. Through a competition to design
the official postcard for the European Year of People with Disabilities 2003.
Young people aged between 10 and 15, disabled and non-disabled were
asked to illustrate the changes they would make to ensure that disabled
people are treated equally in society.

2003 2003 was the European Year of People with Disabilities

There are estimated to be over 38 million people with disabilities in the
European Union. In 2003, the European Commission and the disability
movement organised the European Year of People with Disabilities to
highlight barriers and discrimination faced by disabled people and to
improve the lives of those who have a disability.

The European Commission organised a major event - “Get on Board”.
Starting in January 2003 in Athens, a specially designed European Year
bus travelled through the then 15 EU member countries, with disabled
children, their friends and allies accompanying the bus on its journey. The
disability community in each country organised events along the bus
route. Besides the bus, there were thousands of activities which got
disabled and non-disabled people on board for the Year: street festivals,
competitions, demonstrations and much more, in towns and villages
throughout Europe.

2004 Helping people with disabilities find and keep jobs

2005 Living together in society

2006 Youth = Future. Let’s make an equal future for all

2007 Equal opportunities for All
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Building construction – Accessibility and usability of the built environment

Construction – Accessibilitié et facilité d’utilisation de l’environnement bâtiment.

On 21st December 2007, ISO published ISO/TC 59/SC 16 N N 60, which is a draft
document distributed for review and comment. It is subject to change without notice and
may not be referred to as an International Standard. It is still at Committee Stage and
recipients of this publication are invited to submit their comments.

This ISO document is a working draft or committee draft and is copyright-protected by ISO.
While the reproduction of working drafts or committee drafts in any form for use by
participants in the ISO standards process is permitted without prior permission from ISO,
neither this document nor any extract from it may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in
any form for any purpose without prior permission from ISO.
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On 9th November 2007 the European Commission issued a draft standardisation
mandate (38/2007 – EN) in support of European accessibility requirements for public
procurement in the built environment.
This applies to buildings, public buildings, public places, parking, routes, transport
related built facilities such as stations, ports, airports, recreation, leisure, cultural,
educational and sports facilities and can also have repercussions on construction
products.

Europe is promoting a ‘Design for All’ approach to the built environment so that
buildings and public spaces are readily useable by as many people as possible.
Furthermore, it is well known that the costs to build an accessible building from the
beginning are negligible, while providing accessible facilities by way of alteration at a
later date is not only costly but less satisfactory as compromises are made on what
would have been the best practice.
Having clear standards that define functional requirements for accessibility to the
built environment to be used in public procurement can facilitate a policy to prevent
barriers to accessibility.

Although access to the built environment is essentially a Member State responsibility,
the Commission 2003 Communication on ‘Establishing equal opportunities for people
with disabilities: A European Action Plan’ committed itself to take into account the
recommendations made in 2003 by the group of independent experts on accessibility
to the built environment and expressed in the report called ‘2010: a Europe for All’.

Most Member States have regulatory and/or technical standards and conformity
assessment schemes or audit trails to assess accessibility of buildings, which are
also used in public procurement. Whilst many standards, building codes and other
means are based on work in ISO and guidance given by CEN, the different national
approaches are not harmonised and this could influence the acceptance or otherwise
of designs and products, whilst at the same time not influencing the level of
accessibility in a building.

As far as it is known the information in this publication was correct at the time of going to
press. However in the present climate of constant change in Regulations you are strongly
advised to check with the CEBC Member for the state concerned.

This is the second booklet in this series following the successful publication of Building
Control Report number 1 (Issue 2) on Building Control Systems in Europe.
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Consortium of European Building Control

The Consortium of European Building Control (CEBC) is a pan-European body that
represents the Building Control profession across Europe.

Its membership encompasses government departments, professional bodies, institutions
and private companies.

The Consortium meets as a body twice a year at locations around Europe. A theme is
chosen for each meeting depending on the country to be visited. A typical meeting usually
includes a technical site visit and papers given, linked to a particular theme.

At recent meetings, members have debated the following topics:-

• Philosophy of Control
• Fire Safety Engineering
• European Directive on the Energy Performance of Buildings
• Innovations in Timber Framed Building Construction
• Access to buildings legislation
• Reconstruction, renovation and quality of buildings
• CE Marking and market surveillance
• Snow loading on buildings
• Effect of climate change on the built environment
• Building Insurance and Liability
• Qualifications of Building Professionals
• Self Certification
• Web based solutions

Each meeting also allows members to debate issues developing in their respective
countries and to be able to share information and experiences. This has been particularly
important on subjects such as defects in construction products and durability.

Author of report Hugh Johnson UK
Email hugh_johnson@n-kesteven.gov.uk

hughjohnson@cebc.eu

Published by

The Consortium of European Building Control
53 Goodwood Close
IPSWICH
IP1 6SY
United Kingdom

Tel: 0044 1473 748182
Fax: 0044 1473 741881
Email: dsmith@cebc.co.uk

david.smith@cebc.eu

This document is also available on the Consortium’s web site at www.cebc.eu
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